
THE PARISH OF CHIDHAM   

 

March 22nd,  2020 
 

 The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

The Weekly Pew Slip                                              

 

 

There will be no Church services until further 
notice. 

St Mary’s will also be shut and locked for the time being 
 

We hope you would like to follow the weekly prayers 
and Bible readings   

 
 Psalm for the week:  

 

Psalm 23 

1  The Lord is my shepherd; ♦ therefore can I lack nothing. 
2  He makes me lie down in green pastures ♦ and leads me beside still waters.  
3  He shall refresh my soul ♦ and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his 
 name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 

♦ for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; ♦ you 
 have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 
6  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, ♦ 
 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.   

The Parish is currently in Vacancy 

 

During the Vacancy please contact the Churchwarden,  
Willem van Niekerk, 1 Caspian Close, Fishbourne, PO18 8AY  

Tel 07960305427 

 

Church Warden :Willem van Niekerk   
Church Warden and Treasurer : Carol Vigor   

PARISH NOTICES  also see www.chidhamandhambrook.info 

  
 
 

All church meetings and events are cancelled unless you hear to 
the contrary  

 

The Foodbank At this stressful time, the local foodbank especially needs 
your donations of tinned food. They particularly need baked beans, tinned 
tomatoes, and also long life milk.  

 

Please deliver your donations to ‘Dunelm House’ Ivydene Crescent, Chidham 
PO18 8TR  (for directions Tel 572059) 
and place in a box in the porch. (It’s just off the Main Road.)  
Your gifts which will be delivered to a foodbank every week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you have something for the pewslip, contact Stephen Johnson Tel 572059  
or email pskjohnson2000@gmail.com 

 

The readings for Sunday March 29th     Fifth Sunday of Lent.  
Passion Sunday 
First Reading  Ezekiel 37.1-14 
Psalm   130 
Second Reading  Romans 8.6-11 
Gospel Reading  John 11.1-45  



Collect       

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences, that through your bountiful goodness 
we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins which by our frailty we have committed. 
Grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

First Reading   1 Samuel 16.1-13 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king.”  But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill 
me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 
Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when 
they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 
consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  Then Jesse 
called Abinadab and made him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen 
this one either.” Jesse then made Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this 
one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not 
chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he 
arrives.” So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome 
features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

 

Second Reading   Ephesians 5.8-14 
You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the 
light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing 
to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light 
that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.” 

 

The Gospel   John 9  
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth.  “Rabbi,” his 
disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his 
parents’ sins?”  “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This 
happened so the power of God could be seen in him.  We must quickly carry out the tasks 
assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work.  But 
while I am here in the world, I am the light of the world.”  Then he spit on the ground, made 
mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes.  He told him, “Go wash 
yourself in the pool of Siloam”  So the man went and washed and came back seeing! His 
neighbours and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man 

who used to sit and beg?”  Some said he was, and others said, “No, it can't be, he just 
looks like him!” But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” They asked, 
“Who healed you? What happened?” He told them, “The man they call Jesus made 
mud and spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash 
yourself.’ So I went and washed, and now I can see!” “Where is he now?” they asked. 
“I don’t know,” he replied. Then they took the man who had been blind to the 
Pharisees, because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud and healed him.  
The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told them, “He put the mud over my 
eyes, and when I washed it away, I could see!” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man 
Jesus is not from God, for he is working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could 
an ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division of opinion 
among them. Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been blind and 
demanded, “What’s your opinion about this man who healed you?” The man replied, “I 
think he must be a prophet.” The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had 
been blind and could now see, so they called in his parents. They asked them, “Is this 
your son? Was he born blind? If so, how can he now see?” His parents replied, “We 
know this is our son and that he was born blind, but we don’t know how he can see or 
who healed him. Ask him. He is old enough to speak for himself.” His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had announced that anyone saying 
Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue.  That’s why they said, 
“He is old enough. Ask him.” So for the second time they called in the man who had 
been blind and told him, “God should get the glory for this, because we know this man 
Jesus is a sinner.” “I don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But I do 
know this: I was blind, and now I can see!” “But what did he do?” they asked. “How 
did he heal you?” “Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you listen? 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?” Then 
they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses! We 
know God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even know where this man comes from.” 
“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t 
know where he comes from?  We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is 
ready to hear those who worship him and do his will.  Ever since the world began, no 
one has been able to open the eyes of someone born blind. If this man were not from 
God, he couldn’t have done it.” “You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are 
you trying to teach us?” And they threw him out of the synagogue. When Jesus heard 
what had happened, he found the man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.” “You have seen him,” 
Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!” “Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he 
worshiped Jesus. Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render judgment—to 
give sight to the blind and to show those who think they see that they are blind.” Some 
Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and asked, “Are you saying we’re 
blind?” “If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you remain 
guilty because you claim you can see.  
 

    Sunday March 22nd, 2020    Readings     The Fourth Sunday of Lent 




