
CHIDHAM & HAMBROOK 

PARISH COUNCIL 

Winter NEWSLETTER 2010 
 

A belated Happy New Year to all the residents of Chidham and Hambrook and 
welcome to the first Parish Newsletter of 2010. We are lucky enough to live in 
a beautiful part of the country and one of the most important responsibilities 
the Parish Council has is to maintain the aspects of the parish that people like, 
and address the areas that need improvement. One of the ways the council 
has prioritised the needs of the community is through the creation of a Parish 
Plan. Starting in this issue Councillor Archer will write a series of articles to 
update you all on the Parish Plan. But this is by no means the only way in 
which we determine where effort and money is directed; come along to a 
Parish Council meeting and let us know your thoughts, drop your local 
councillor an email or give them a telephone call, stop them in the street and 
let them know how you would like to see your taxes spent. 
 

One such word of mouth suggestion for improving the facilities in the area is 
for the Parish Council to seek to acquire and let plots for allotments to local 
residents. In this newsletter I have written a short piece on the benefits of 
grow-your-own produce and vegetable gardening, plus some ideas on 
schemes that may work in our own parish. 
 

In December last year Mike Penny chaired his last council meeting and I must 
take this opportunity to thank Mike for his diligent and conscientious 
stewardship of the council over the past several years. Mike remains on the 
council and Linda Wilkinson was unanimously voted into the chair, welcome 
Linda, I am sure your balanced approach and patience will serve you well in 
your new role. 
 

We continue our Meet the Council pieces with our Vice Chairman this month 
giving us a humorous potted history of his life and the road he has taken to 
finally lead him to Hambrook and the parish council. 
 

As always, comments are gratefully received and invited. I hope you enjoy 
this edition of the newsletter. 
Alastair Woolley – Editor 
alastairwoolley@gmail.com 
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Meet the Council 
Vice Chairman, Steve Clark 

 

So, they finally got around to asking me! Goodness knows why you would want to 
know all this about me, but I guess as I help decide what we spend your money on its 
only right you should have an idea who we all are. 
 

I was born at an early age at home in Blackpool, it came as a surprise to my mother; 
she was on holiday in Spain at the time. I know it may be difficult to believe now, but 
I wasn’t a beautiful baby, when I was born the midwife slapped my father! I was an 
unlucky child, Lucazade made me ill. I had a rocking horse and it died! 
 

My parents moved back to their home town of Manchester when I was one, and it 
was here that I was dragged up for the next 17 years. It was a happy childhood; I was 
very keen on sport as a youth with Manchester of course being blessed with two 
world class football teams: Manchester City and Manchester City reserves. 
 

I went to a good school, where I spent most of my time surviving. School for me was 
more of a social club and I didn’t really start my education until I left at 16 and went 
to college. 
 

Building ran in the family, along with noses, so I signed up for a two year Diploma 
followed by a 4 year Building Management Degree at Leeds Polytechnic. Where I 
leaned to look after myself, eat curry and drink beer-but not a lot about real life! My 
student bank manager, a Mr. Beer (very appropriate, considering that is what most of 
my grant went on) once called me in and demanded to know how I proposed to pay 
off my overdraft. I asked if he would take a cheque. 
 

Leeds is where I also met my future wife, Nicola. I have the best wife in England, the 
other I keep in France. She is from the posh half of Leeds, you can tell that because 
her tattoos are spelt right! I’ll never forget the first time we met, beautiful hair all the 
way down her back-none on her head, just down her back. No honestly, she’s magic 
my wife; last week she turned the car into a tree! 
 

Nicky went to college in Liverpool so we always seemed to be apart in the early years. 
When we left college my parents had moved south, so we both ended up down here 
looking for work and accommodation. I started work for a large building contractor; 
this will be my 25

th
 year with the same company. I consider myself to be very loyal; 

my wife says I’m institutionalized and boring! Still the gold plated watch I’m due this 
year will have been well worth the effort. Nicky travelled the world for six months 
after we moved into our first home together in Bosham, I stayed behind to decorate 
the bath room. That’s what comes of a home birth. 
 

We were married in Bosham church on the 19
th

 of December 1992, 5 years to the day 
after we got engaged and 10 years to the day after our first date. 
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We moved to Hambrook about 17 years ago, into an old wreck; one day soon I’ll get 
round to finishing it. My wife would be quite happy if I was to start it!  
 

Our three children all went to Chidham School, Mollie, Kate and Lucy. As they grow 
up in the south it’s difficult to make them talk proper despite the odd trip back up 
North; where few people know that the M1 is still cobbled. They are great kids, good 
fun, hard work and increasingly expensive to run. But that’s the price you pay for not 
buying a television. 
 

It is indirectly because of them that I joined the Parish Council. I felt that by getting 
involved in village issues I could at least say I have tried to make their environment 
the best it can be. One of my pet hates is people complaining about something yet 
not being prepared to get involved to help improve it. 
 

I help run the village web site, where I fail miserably as Chairman to keep our monthly 
meetings in The Barleycorn to order. We have great fun with the site and the 
members are as fine a bunch of individuals as you could wish to know. If you have 
access to the internet check out the site and let us know what you think. There is 
always room for improvement and more members if you fancy getting involved. 
 

Recently I have been involved, in a small way, with the purchase of the land in Cot 
Lane, and am looking forward to ‘Maybush Copse’ becoming a real asset to the 
community in years to come. I am not happy with my generation criticizing our youth 
for kicking about the streets, when it was us who sold the football pitches and 
recreation areas in past. An over simplification I know, but it’ll give someone an 
excuse to write in to complain about me. 
 

This year I will be busy with the 800 year celebration of St. Mary’s Church, as official 
ticket tout if you need access to any of the events planned for 2010 feel free to give 
me a call. We will also be taking the youth group on our first over seas trip to the Isle 
of Wight. I will be going in my official capacity as irresponsible adult and member of 
the Chidham Youth. I am often told that you have to grow old, but I do not have to 
grow up! 
 

My pet hates are; smoking, rudeness, double glazing salesmen and being put on hold. 
 

My likes are; wine gums, reading in the bath, curry and tax rebates. 
 

This year I intend to; improve my batting average with The Chidham and Hambrook 
Cricket Club, build a garage (with 3 girls in the house I need somewhere to go and 
hide) and spill less beer. 
 

Well that’s me, sorry all the good stuff was edited out, but that’s out of my control.  
 
Steve Clark. 
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CHIDHAM & HAMBROOK PARISH PLAN 
This is the first of a series of Newsletter articles intended to bring residents up to date 
on our Parish Plan.  The Plan was published in June 2005 and is a 32-page colour A4 
document that may be viewed on the Village Website at: 
www.chidhamandhambrook.info. If you would like your own free copy of the Parish 
Plan, please contact Cliff Archer on 01243 572839. 
 

The Parish Plan contains 30 Action Points indicating what the people of Chidham and 
Hambrook wanted to happen, or not to happen in the parish over the next 5 to 10 
years.  The Plan is based on what residents told the Parish Plan Steering Group in a 
detailed Questionnaire. Questionnaires were returned by 82% of households, so we 
are confident that the Parish Action Plan represented residents’ wishes accurately. 
 

Most of the Action Points refer to recommended actions that would need to be taken 
by the Parish Council; the Council set up an Implementation Working Group to assist 
in this. The Steering Group continues in operation in order to assist implementation 
and monitor progress (Action Point 30). 
 

The Action Point topics are as follows: 

1   Housing Development 16 Sewerage and Drainage 

2   Affordable Homes 1 17 Public Services 

3   Affordable Homes 2 18 Police Community Support  

     Officers 

4   Commercial Development 19 Chidham Cemetery 

5   Planning Applications 20 Public Footways & Bridleways 

6   Housing Development &  

     Parish Amenities 

21 Accessible Woodland 

7   Speeding 22 Litter and Dog Mess 

8   Road Safety 23 Hedges, Ditches, Trees & 

     Verges 

9   Street Lighting 24 Voluntary Groups – Mobility 

10 A27 Road Noise 25 Voluntary Groups – Social 

11 Children’s Play Area 26 Voluntary Groups –  

      Environment 

12 Recreation Ground 27 Considerate Behaviour 

13 Village Green 28 Parish Magazine & Website 

14 New Village Hall 29 Parish  Directory 

15 Farm Shop 30 Parish Plan Steering Group 
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Action Point 1   Housing Development  
Representations should continue to be made by the Parish Council that housing 
development should only take place within the existing Settlement Policy Areas, on 
brownfield sites, or through the conversion of existing buildings. See Action Points 2 and 
3. 

There are two relevant Settlement Policy Areas (SPA’s).  The Hambrook SPA covers 
Scant Road West, The Avenue and parts of Hambrook Hill South and Broad Road.  The 
Nutbourne East SPA covers Maybush Drive, Flatt Road, Pottery Lane, the Marshall’s 
site and parts of Broad Road and Main Road. 
Action Point 1 has been followed to a very large extent.  Housing development has 
been primarily on infill sites, mainly in the Hambrook SPA.  Two developments of 
significant size and interest are firstly on the land south of The Avenue, near Potters 
Corner, for which planning permission has been given for 22 houses, and secondly at 
the Marshall’s site, for which an application for 86 houses and 2500 m

2
 of business 

premises has been made. 
 

Action Point 2   Affordable Homes 1 
The Parish Council should determine whether or not it is possible to devise schemes for 
appropriate homes that are both affordable and for people of the parish only, if possible 
in perpetuity.  The District Council and other relevant experts should be consulted to 
determine the extent of the need for such affordable homes for people of the parish. 

The District Council ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ΨException Site’, ie a small site for affordable 
homes only, just outside an SPA, the homes can be for local people and in perpetuity. 
When the number of households on the District Council Housing Register with a local 
connection to Chidham and Hambrook was added to the additional need identified in 
the survey, the total number of affordable housing units required within the parish 
was 25.  Currently, in February 2010, there are 68 households in the Parish on the 
Housing Need Register, 18 of which are in Priority Need. The Parish Council’s 
implementation working group had extensive discussions with landowners, but failed 
to find a site, Exception Site or otherwise, that could be used to meet the identified 
need.  However, see the comments below on Action Point 3. 
 

Action Point 3   Affordable Homes 2 
If there is a specific proposal for a development of affordable housing to meet the 
genuine needs of the people of the parish that cannot be met within the constraints of 
Action Point 1 above, the Parish Council should take fresh soundings of public opinion 
before deciding whether or not to support such a scheme. 

The development proposals at Marshall’s and Potters Corner each include affordable 
housing: 35 such houses at Marshall’s and 15 at Potters Corner. Neither of these sites 
is an Exception Site so it is not a legal requirement that the affordable housing must 
be for local people in perpetuity.  However, the District Council would do its best to 
give priority at the first letting to local people. The Potters Corner site application was 
granted on appeal. The Marshall’s site application is under consideration. 
Cliff Archer - Chidham & Hambrook Parish Plan Co-ordinator 
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#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ όττ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 3Ô -ÁÒÙȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ #ÈÉÄÈÁÍ ÉÎ φτυτ 
 

Our year of celebrations for the 800th Anniversary of St Mary’s Church started 
with the visit by the Rt Rev John Hind, the Bishop of Chichester for a special 
inaugural service in St Mary's. The church was packed with over a hundred 
adults and over 30 children and this clearly made an impact on the Bishop - 
he was delighted. There was a collection for disaster relief in Haiti and this 
rose over £700. 
 

On 27th January, St Wilfrid’s was also packed for a history and social evening. 
Local historian and author Philip MacDougall spoke about the social history of 
Chidham, Hambrook and Nutbourne and clearly there was a great deal of 
interest. Afterwards there was lively discussion over some refreshments. 
Philip's new book on the history of the Chidham area was launched at the 
meeting and copies are available, priced £8.  
 

On Sat 20th Feb St Wilfrid’s will be the venue for 'The Bishop's Kitchen', a 
cookery demonstration by local chefs. At the demonstration there will also be 
a book launch. This will all take place at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Broad Road, 
'The Bishops' Kitchen' is a unique recipe book with favourite recipes 
contributed by Bishops of the Church of England. If 'you are what you eat' - 
find out what makes a Church of England Bishop! Tickets are limited and will 
not be available on the door. 
 

The next event on 25th Feb at Chidham Parochial Primary School Hall, will 
feature an evening of WW2 history and drama, focussing on local events and 
the life of the people of Chidham in WW2. What was everyday life like for 
evacuees at a time of rationing, bombing and finally the celebrations of VE 
day? Members of Chidham School, Chidham WI and the Church will bring it all 
to life for you. Come in period dress if you like, and be sure to bring your 
singing voice. Again tickets will not be available on the door. 
 

On March 20 there will be a concert in St Mary's at 7.30pm entitled: 'Life and 
music through the centuries' There will be instrumental, organ, and choral 
music from each century (12th to 21st inclusive), put in historical context and 
interspersed with short historical comments. It promises to be a great 
‘Friends of Chidham Churches’ event. 
 

In April we have a fascinating talk by 5ŀǾƛŘ .ƻƴŜ ƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ {ǘ 
aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩ. If it hadn’t been made of stone, it wouldn’t have lasted 800 
years, and there are messages in those stones. You can see the clues at St 
Mary’s - come and find out what the detective can deduce. 
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In May 9 there will be a sponsored Walk/Run around Chidham. This is on 
Rogation Sunday, the traditional time for ‘beating the bounds’ and 
circumnavigating the Parish, so a very appropriate date.  
 

On May 21 we have ‘¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ.’ - 800 years condensed into an 
hour and a half has got to be good value! 
 

Looking ahead in June (5th) we have a traditional Country Fair, and later in the 
month (26th) a real Village Barn Dance which will be great fun for all ages. 
Later in July from the 2nd to the 4th  there will be a Flower Festival at St 
Mary’s whilst on July 24 ‘CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƛƳŜǎ tŀǎǘΩ will be celebrated 
in the Vicarage Gardens (preceded by the traditional prayers to keep the rain 
away). 
 

We also hope to mark the year with the commissioning of a new stained glass 
window for St Mary’s church, to be located in St Cuthman’s chapel – it is an 
opportunity for this generation to contribute something lasting and 
enhancing to the church. The plans for the window have yet to be approved 
by the Church authorities, but preparations are well under way. 
 

For tickets, or if you would like to know more about ‘The Friends of Chidham 
Churches’, please contact Stephen Johnson Tel 572059 or email 
stephen.johnson@jaystar.demon.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why not join the other 70? 

The Chidham & Hambrook Film Society shows a wide range of 

interesting films in yo ur very own Village Hall, on Friday 

evenings. 

Previous showings include: Mamma Mia, The Age of Stupid, 

The Riddle of the Sands, Land of my Fathers, The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show  

 

At present, there are 70 members on the Film Society 

Emailing List.  

Email:   cliffarcher@btinternet.com     if you would like to be 

on the list and get early details of upcoming films  
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www.chidhamandhambrook.info 
 

2010 Chidham and Hambrook Web Site Village Calendar 
The selection of 12 photographs from the 250 or so submitted to the village 
web site for inclusion in this year’s village calendar was a difficult but 
enjoyable task. Thank you to everyone who submitted pictures. If yours was 
unsuccessful, please try again this year. 
 

We hope those of you who parted with £5 for the exclusive limited edition 
copies were happy with the final result. 
 

The calendar was put together by the web site team and is intended to 
showcase our village and provide an outlet for all you budding Lord 
Litchfield’s out there. In this, our third year, we even saw entry’s from foreign 
visitors to our shores; the August snap of The Old House was sent from 
Scotland by a web site member who visits Cobnor every year without fail. 
 

Your pictures can be sent throughout the year and need to be as high a 
resolution as possible. Please do not be put off if you only snap away 
occasionally, our youngest successful entry was taken by a twelve year old. So 
it’s open to all comers. 
 

If you missed out on a copy there are two left, first come first served!  
 

Visit www.chidhamandhambrook.info to forward a request or submit 
pictures. 
 

Enviro Tip from the Chidham & Hambrook Sustainability Group 
 

How white was your roof? 
Snow or lack of snow on your roof is a great indicator as to how well your house is 
insulated. A roof without snow during the last cold spell means that you are spending 
loads of money heating Chidham and Hambrook and of course the globe. 
Current best practice is to lay a minimum of 270 millimetres of insulation in the loft 
space, which will give a very quick pay back on expenditure. Grants are available for 
up to 100% depending on your circumstance. Visit www.FreeInsulation.co.uk or 

www.government-grants.co.uk for more information. 
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Maybush Copse ɀ the first work parties have made good progress 
 

After the excitement of the purchase of Maybush Copse by the Chichester Harbour 
Trust, the formation of Maybush Copse Friends, and the happy occasion of the 
celebration party, the hard work has started. 
 

Maybush Copse depends on your support, and I am please to say that so far we have 
signed up over 80 members. This again demonstrates the healthy local support for 
the project and also gives the organisation some initial funds to get things going. The 
committee has met three times now, and is very actively doing the (metaphorical) 
spadework to obtain the permissions for allowing public access, drawing up a plan for 
the clearance, landscaping and planting of the site, and raising the necessary funds by 
way of grant applications.  
 

There have been two work parties arranged so far and another is planned for Feb 
13

th
. The first work party was at the weekend, and we had very good support from 

members. A large area of land at the front of the site was cleared, particularly 
brambles and undergrowth, resulting in a huge bonfire. For the second work party, 
which was during the week, local members were reinforced with the Friends of 
Chichester Harbour. This time the work focussed on removing metal concrete and 
other rubbish that was present at the front of the site, and a large skip was filled. You 
will see, if you have walked down Cot Lane recently, how much clearer the site is as 
viewed from the road.  
 

Looking ahead, there is further clearance to be done, and we are planning a further 
work party for Saturday Feb 13

th
. 

 

Less visible activities have been a reptile survey of the site. There are slowworms 
there and as a protected species we have to move carefully so as not to disturb them 
unduly. 
 

The Conservancy has arranged to have the existing trees around the boundary 
surveyed to make sure they pose no risk to the public. 
 

Discussions have been held with Chichester District Council to cover Health and 
Safety as well as planning issues related to opening the site up to public access. At the 
time of writing, these discussions are ongoing, but encouraging.  
 

Coming up on Monday March 29
th

 we have our first annual members meeting. This 
will be in St Wilfrid’s, Broad Road at 7.30pm, so please put it in your diary and come 
along.  
 

If you would like to become a member of Maybush Copse Friends, please send your 
subscription (£5 per person, but this is voluntary) to Peter Hilton, Treasurer, Maybush 
Copse Friends, ‘Jacaranda’, Main Road, Nutbourne, West Sussex PO18 8RS,  
telephone (01243) 576310 
 

Stephen Johnson 
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Allotments  in  Chidham and Hambrook  
 

The small holdings and allotment act of 1908 places a duty on local authorities to 
provide sufficient allotments according to demand. That demand equates to only six 
residents expressing an interest in the provision of plots for growing vegetables. From 
word of mouth and by email I know we have more than six interested parties already, 
and hopefully this news article will unearth further keen gardeners. 
 

Everybody knows the benefits of home grown veg: the improved taste, the financial 
incentive, the exercise, the benefit to the environment, the sense of achievement and 
enjoyment, so I’m not going to labour why we should want to grow our own produce. 
What I am going to focus upon is how. 
 

First and foremost, and probably the biggest obstacle, is land. Whilst we are 
surrounded by fields, it is obviously not freely available and the Parish Council has no 
money to purchase land. There are several ways to approach this: based on the 
standard sized allotments (10x1 rods) you can comfortably get twelve plots on one 
acre. Taking the £35 annual rental cost of a Chichester Town Council allotment as a 
benchmark this equates to £420/annum. The Parish Council does not aim to profit 
out of this scheme so part of this income could be used to lease land from our local 
farmers, should they have a corner of a field they are willing to rent out. 
 

Other methods that have worked include private residents with an area of their 
garden spare that could be used for vegetable growing. In these instances the 
payment for the use of the plot is in produce. This works well when the land is owned 
by people who do not have the energy or the strength to fully maintain a vegetable 
patch themselves, but would like the benefits of home grown food from their 
gardens. 
 

If you are interested in having an allotment or have land that would be suitable for 
growing vegetables, whether that be a farmer who could lease us the land or a 
private owner with a plot that needs attending to, or a local resident with a 
benevolent approach to local community initiatives such as this, we would love to 
hear from you. Please email alastair.woolley@gmail.com or call 01243 575715 
Alastair Woolley 
 

FINCH 
DO YOU NEED FRIENDLY HELP? 

FINCH gives friendly help in Nutbourne, Chidham and Hambrook 
Ring 07775 942399 

Tasks we can help with include hanging curtains, changing a light bulb, light 
gardening, collecting or accompanying shopping and social visits. 

 

!Da ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ол aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ {ǘ ²ƛƭŦǊƛŘΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ .ǊƻŀŘ wƻŀŘ   тǇƳ 
Come along for a pleasant, social evening and learn more about FINCH 
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CHIDHAM & HAMBROOK PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Meetings are held at the Chidham and Hambrook village hall on the first 
Thursday of each month starting at 7.30pm. 

 

After each meeting there is an open forum where 
parishioners are invited to address the council. 

 

Meeting agendas can be found on the parish notice boards a few days 
prior to each monthly meeting or on the village web site. 

 

The approved minutes from each meeting can be found on the parish web 
site www.chidhamandhambrook.info under Parish Council. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND  
 

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting. 

Will you be in the 2010 Parish 

Directory ? 
 

The Directory is your guide to local clubs, societies, facilities, 
organisations, producers, suppliers, businesses, tradesmen, current 
projects, current initiatives, etc.  It is delivered free to residents and 
is also on the Parish Website at www.chidhamandhambrook.info 
 
Contact the Editor, Cliff Archer at cliffarcher@btinternet.com or 
01243 572839 to get a free insert in the 2010 edition of the Parish 
Directory. 

http://www.chidhamandhambrook.info/
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Gas Leaks 0800 111 999 
Electrical Failure 0845 770 80 90 

Portsmouth Water 02392 477 999 
Southern Water (sewage) 0845 278 0845 

Floodline 0845 988 1188 
NHS Direct 0845 4647 
Childline 0800 1111 

Police (non emergencies) 0845 60 70 999 
Chichester District Council 785166 

W.S. County Council 777100 
Footpaths 777620 

Community Safety 382950 
Grass Cutting 642105 

Lighting Faults 0845 758 1622 
Pavements 642105 

Pothole Repairs 642105 
Waste Disposal 642106 

 
 

Chidham & Hambrook Parish Council 
Chairman: Linda Wilkinson (576701) 
Vice Chairman: Steve Clark (574129) 

Councillors: 
Cliff Archer (572839) 

Arthur Cooper (573625) 
Sandra James (572533) 
Mike Penny (573603) 

Bernard Clarke (573579) 
Jonathan Bentall (575545) 
Alastair Woolley (575715) 

Parish Clerk: Barry Mann (375865) 


